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In the realm of short animations, each work is not only a visual narrative but also
encapsulates a world of emotions, ideas, and innovations. In this article, we will explore
outstanding and innovative works that have been nominated for the 2025 Academy
Awards, ranging from profound and meaningful stories to stunning visual effects. These
animations uniquely transform the realm of imagination into reality.

In the Shadow of the Cypress

Directed by Shirin Sohani, Hossein Molayemi

A visually stunning exploration of cultural identity and nature, In the Shadow of the Cypress
immerses viewers in a world where the symbolic tree stands as a metaphor for personal
and collective growth. The film is rich in atmospheric detail, blending traditional Iranian
storytelling with contemporary animation techniques. The fluid animation style
complements the poetic narrative, which delves into themes of memory, loss, and the
cyclical nature of life. It’s a quiet meditation on heritage and the passage of time, striking a
delicate balance between art and introspection. This film’s sensitivity to the human
experience, wrapped in its exquisite visuals, makes it a memorable nominee.

Magic Candies

Directed by Daisuke Nishio, Takashi Washio

Magic Candies is a delightful, whimsical piece that celebrates childhood wonder with a twist
of magic. Set in a world where ordinary sweets come alive, the animation sparkles with
vibrant color and playful energy. The story unfolds with the kind of charm that could easily
be mistaken for pure fantasy at first glance, but soon reveals deeper layers of imagination,
hope, and the bittersweet moments that come with growing up. The fluidity of the
animation complements its fast-paced, often chaotic narrative, mirroring the unpredictable
nature of childhood. While its tone is light, the underlying message about the fleeting nature
of innocence is poignant, making it both entertaining and emotionally resonant.

Wander to Wonder

Directed by Nina Gantz, Stienette Bosklopper

An ethereal journey into the heart of curiosity and wonder, Wander to Wonder stands out
for its delicate and evocative animation style. The film follows a character’s exploration of
unknown realms, where the boundaries between the fantastical and the real blur
beautifully. Its slow, dreamlike pace allows for reflection, and the simple yet elegant design



of the characters draws the viewer in with a warmth that feels both timeless and universal.
The whimsical nature of the narrative is grounded in the emotional exploration of self-
discovery, making it a poignant meditation on the joys and struggles of growth. Gantz and
Bosklopper’s approach to storytelling is subtle, yet undeniably powerful in its emotional
resonance.

Yuck!

Directed by Loic Espuche, Juliette Marquet

Yuck! offers an irreverent and entertaining exploration of disgust and the humor that can be
found in life’s messier moments. The film’s quirky, bold animation style mirrors its playful
take on the absurdities of bodily functions, challenging societal taboos through humor and
exaggeration. What might first seem like a crass portrayal of discomfort soon reveals itself
as a clever commentary on how we handle shame, self-acceptance, and societal norms.
Espuche and Marquet’s use of vibrant colors and exaggerated movement adds a layer of
absurdity that enhances the film’s comedic tone, making it a refreshingly offbeat nominee
that doesn’t shy away from pushing boundaries.

Beautiful Men

Directed by Nicolas Keppens, Brecht Van Elslande

In Beautiful Men, Keppens and Van Elslande present a deeply human exploration of beauty,
identity, and the complexities of self-image. The film uses its minimalistic yet striking
animation style to tell a story that is at once tender and haunting. The characters, with their
unique, exaggerated features, become symbols of both vulnerability and strength. The quiet
narrative speaks volumes about the pressures placed on individuals by society’s standards
of beauty, while also celebrating the joy and freedom of self-acceptance. The understated
animation style enhances the emotional weight of the film, allowing the nuances of the
characters’ journeys to come to the forefront. Beautiful Men is an intimate and poignant
reflection on how we see ourselves and others, making it a standout among the nominees.

Each of these films showcases the diverse creativity within the world of animated short
films, with unique storytelling, engaging visuals, and deep emotional resonance. Each stands
out in its own way, offering a fresh perspective on both the art of animation and the human
experience.



