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The animation “Flow”, directed by Gints Zilbalodis from Latvia, won the Best Animated
Feature Award at the 97th Academy Awards in 2025. This historic victory not only marked
the first Oscar for Latvian cinema but also drew global attention to independent animation
and the power of visual storytelling.

At the 97th Academy Awards in 2025, Flow, directed by Gints Zilbalodis from Latvia, won
the Best Animated Feature Award. This historic win marked the first Oscar for Latvian
cinema and garnered international attention for the country.

Analysis and Review of the Animation Flow
Narrative and Story Structure

Flow is a dialogue-free animation that tells the story of a cat who, along with its animal
friends, searches for a safe haven in the face of an imaginary flood. This simple yet profound
narrative beautifully portrays concepts such as survival, friendship, and solidarity. The lack
of dialogue allows the film to communicate emotions and concepts globally by relying on
visuals and music, thus reaching audiences across different cultures and languages.

Visual Style and Animation Techniques

Zilbalodis uses 3D animation techniques to create a unique and imaginary world. The
simple yet effective designs of the characters and environments, along with the varied and
attractive color schemes, offer a visually pleasing experience for the audience. The smooth
and natural movements of the characters, especially the cat, reflect the precision and skill of
the animation team.

Music and Sound Design
Given the lack of dialogue, music and sound design play a crucial role in conveying emotions

and advancing the story. The soundtrack complements the visuals perfectly, enhancing the
moments of joy, tension, and emotion. Ambient sounds further enrich the viewing



experience, helping to create a more realistic atmosphere.
Themes and Messages of the Film

Flow focuses on themes such as solidarity, friendship, and the struggle for survival in
difficult conditions. The animation conveys universal human messages, showing that in the
face of natural disasters and problems, cooperation and unity can lead the way and keep
hope alive.

Victory of Flow at the 2025 Oscars

The victory of Flow at the 2025 Oscars represents the power of visual storytelling and the
importance of independent animations in world cinema. With its simplicity and depth, the
film has captured the hearts of audiences and critics alike, marking a milestone in the
history of Latvian cinema and global animation.



